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The OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) commends 

Leiden University’s level of internationalisation in its Thematic Review of Tertiary 

Education. The following can be read: “Leiden is one of the most internationalised 

universities in the world. It often leads collaborative meetings, consortia and other 

initiatives involving cross-border networks. For example the Leiden University Inter-

national Institute of Asian Studies, which is frequently visited by outstanding foreign 

scholars, houses a concentration of expertise that has few equals anywhere. In comparison 

with comparable centres in the English-speaking institutions the Institute is particularly 

notable for the breadth and depth of expertise in language and dialect. Asian Studies at 

Leiden is only one fi eld in which particular concentrations of Dutch scholar researchers 

have an outstanding international presence. Other fi elds include genomics, chemistry and 

its applications, physics and parts of mathematics, the geo-sciences and earth monitoring, 

aerospace, pharmaceutics and other areas.” (OECD, Thematic Review of Tertiary Education, 

Netherlands; S. Marginson, T. Weko et al. 2007)

Leiden University: 
one of the most 
internationalised 
universities.
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Leiden
Amsterdam

Introduction to 
Leiden University

History
Founded in 1575, Leiden University is the 

oldest University in the Netherlands. It was 

a gift from William of Orange to the brave 

citizens of Leiden, who had withstood a 

long siege by the Spanish, and saved the 

entire region from Spanish occupation. 

Leiden University has always been strongly 

committed to freedom of belief and 

religion, as reflected by the University’s 

motto ‘Praesidium Libertatis’ (Bastion of 

Liberty). Over the years, this atmosphere 

of freedom of speech has provided the 

ideal environ ment for such famous 

scholars as Des cartes, Boerhaave and 

Einstein to develop their theories. In its 

almost 450 years of existen ce, Leiden has 

produced many outstanding academics 

and scientists, including several Nobel 

Laureates (see also page 31).

Present
Today, Leiden is a fully accredited modern 

University with an enrolment of over 

18,000 students, including approx. 1,600 

international students, a number which is 

increasing strongly every year. 

Leiden has established a firm international 

position among the world’s top research 

and academic institutes across a wide 

range of fields. Top research is becoming 

increasingly multidisciplinary, involving 

co-operation across the boundaries of 

disciplines, departments and faculties. 

Research collaborations also extend 

beyond the University itself, both nationally 

and internationally. Leiden University is 

also a member of many prestigious 

international partnerships including the 

League of European Research Universities 

(LERU), the Coimbra Group and the 

Europaeum (see also page 3).

The University comprises seven faculties: 

Archaeology, Campus The Hague, 

Humanities, Law, LUMC/Medicine, 

Science, and Social and Behavioural 

Sciences. These faculties offer more than 

50 bachelor’s programmes, mainly taught 

in Dutch. In addition, Leiden offers over 

80 master’s degree programmes, a range 

of study abroad/exchange partnerships 

and many PhD programmes, all taught in 

English.

Location
The city of Leiden with its 118,000 

inhabitants is conveniently located in the 

political, cultural and economic heart of 

the Netherlands. Amsterdam, Rotterdam 

and Utrecht are just half an hour away 

by train; The Hague and Schiphol 

International Airport lie at a mere fifteen 

minutes distance.
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Reasons to choose Leiden University
•  International reputation

•   Strong emphasis on the quality of 

education and research

•   Broad range of English-taught post-

graduate programmes

•  Highly qualified teaching staff

•   Master’s students receive individual 

attention

•   Besides programme-related subjects, 

many master’s programmes offer 

considerable freedom in choosing 

subjects related to your individual 

interests and ambitions

•   Leiden offers a multicultural living and 

learning environment

•   Excellent transport system and close to 

cities such as Amsterdam and the Hague. 

There are good rail links with other Euro-

pean cities, such as London and Paris

•  Easy to build up an international 

network

•  Leiden is a safe and welcoming city

•   The University is integrated within 

the city

•  English is the most widely used second 

language in daily life in the Netherlands

Research-based Education and 
International Co-operation
Research-based education stimulates a 

curiosity-driven approach to education. 

As a student in Leiden, you will be moti-

vated to constantly question the essence of 

nature, the human mind and the complex 

interactions between their elements. It is 

from this kind of environment that inno-

vations, new developments and solutions 

to problems emerge.

Leiden University strongly believes that its 

teaching benefits directly from the high 

quality research carried out within the 

University itself, and that new basic knowl-

edge is new intellectual capital. The newest 

academic insights are immediately incor-

porated into the programmes. Research is 

also an integral part of all undergraduate 

and postgraduate education at Leiden. 

With its aim of promoting fundamental 

research, Leiden University has close part-

nerships with other top universities world-

wide (such as Oxford, Paris and Munich) 

through alliances such as the League of 

European Research Universities (LERU). 

The University also has agreements with 

numerous universities throughout the 

world for the purpose of facilitating co-

operation and the exchange of students 

and staff. For more information, please 

visit: www.leiden.edu/internationalisation.

Why 
Leiden?
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The experiences of Thanos 
Phanapastiou, a Greek student 
enrolled in the MA in Classics: 
“At the beginning I was suspicious. I mean, 

come on, a Greek studying ancient Greek 

in Holland? It was like a joke... I stopped 

laughing when I realised that I had to deal 

with a well-structured department and a 

high-level method of research. The aca-

demic staff were always available when I 

needed help and advice. The facilities are 

really good, and I must say, I was excited 

about the library (well, I’m a Classicist, 

what did you expect?) Apart from the 

studying part, the well-equipped Sports’ 

Centre, the bars, the cafés and the nice 

places around Leiden, complete the dream 

of a student environment. After 10 months 

here, thinking about all that time I spent 

with people that I can call family and all 

the great experiences I have had, I can 

proudly say: ‘I lived in Leiden and it 

was lekker! = (nice).’”
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Faculties 
and Research 
Institutes

Each faculty at Leiden University has 
it's own recognisable colour

Archaeology

Humanities 

Law 

Campus The Hague

Science

LUMC/Medicine

Social and Behavioural Sciences

The University comprises seven faculties: Archaeology, Campus The 

Hague, Humanities, Law, LUMC/Medicine, Science, and Social and 

Behavioural Sciences.  

Post-bachelor's education is structured by faculty in Graduate Schools. 

The programmes offered in the Graduate Schools in principle include all 

master’s studies and all educational tracks for PhD candidates. In 

addition, the Graduate Schools are responsible for the recruitment, 

selection and admission of students to the courses and for monitoring 

the progress of their studies. Each Graduate School is managed by a Dean.

Research Centres have been set up within the Graduate Schools for 

the research master’s and PhD programmes. The Research Centres 

are supported by the research institutes of the relevant faculty.
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Leiden University offers over 80 master’s 

degree programmes, all accredited by the 

Dutch- Flemish Accreditation Organi sation 

(NVAO)1. Successful completion 

of these programmes will give you one 

of the following degrees:

Master of Arts (MA)
All master’s programmes of the Faculty of 

Humanities and most of the archaeology 

specialisations, as well as cultural 

anthropology give the successful candidate 

the degree of ‘Master of Arts’.

Master of Science (MSc)
All master’s programmes in the sciences, as 

well as biomedical sciences, criminology, 

educational sciences, international rela-

tions & diplomacy, public administration, 

political science, psychology and archaeol-

ogy in science-related specialisations, lead 

to the title of ‘Master of Science’.

Master of Law / Legum Magister 
(LL.M.)
Graduates from the master’s programmes

in law will be awarded the ‘Master of

Laws’ degree. The degree awarded for the

Master’s programme in Criminology is

that of Master of Science (MSc).

Master of Laws: Advanced Studies 
in (LL.M. (Adv.)):
The Law School offers four advanced

master’s programmes entitled ’Master

of Advanced Laws: Advanced Studies’.

Candidates wishing to enroll in these 

programmes must hold a degree 

entitling access to the legal profession 

in the country where it was obtained. 

The qualification awarded is a Master of

Laws: Advanced Studies in the relevant

specialist subject.

Research Master
Leiden University offers various two-year 

master’s programmes, which prepare stu-

dents for a career as a scientific researcher. 

Successful students are awarded a Master 

of Arts or Master of Science degree 

(depending on the specific programme 

followed).

1  The NVAO was established by an international treaty 

between Belgium and the Netherlands . The NVAO 

independently ensures the quality of higher education 

in the Netherlands and Flanders by assessing and 

accrediting programmes, and contributes to enhancing 

this quality.

Types of 
Master’s Programmes
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Master’s Programmes: Academic Year 2012/2013
Detailed information about the master’s programmes and tuition fees can be found through the website: www.mastersinleiden.nl.

Brochures with a concise summary of each master’s programme can also be downloaded or ordered by postal mail form: www.mastersinleiden.nl.

Note: all tuition fees are per academic year and are subject to annual change. See also page 20.

* These are the approximate fees for the academic year 2012/2013. For the current fees, please visit www.mastersinleiden.nl. Students who 

have already completed a master’s programme in the Netherlands pay a higher tuition fee for their second master.

** Different fees apply for the single courses, please refer to the website www.mastersinleiden.nl for details
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Master’s Programmes (and specialisations)

EU/EEA/Swiss/Surina-
me students: 1st master 
/ 2nd master*

Other Students

Faculty of Archaeology
MA Archaeology (1 year)
• Archaeology and Anthropology of Mesoamerica and the Andes
• Archaeology of East and Southeast Asia
• Archaeology of Egypt
• Archaeology of the Caribbean and Amazonia
• Archaeology of the Near East
• Classical and Mediterranean Archaeology
• Field Archaeology
• Heritage Management in a World Context
• Historical Archaeology
• Human Bones Studies
• Material Culture and Artefact Studies 
• Museum Studies
• Palaeoecology
• Palaeolithic Archaeology
• Prehistory of North-West Europe

€ 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MA Archaeology (Research) (2 years)
• Human Origins
• Prehistoric Farming Communities in Northwestern Europe
• Religion and Society in Native American Cultures
• Town and Country in the Mediterranean Region and the Near East

€ 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

Faculty of Humanities
MA African Studies (1 year) € 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MA African Studies (Research) (2 years) € 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MA American Studies (1 year) € 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MA Arts and Culture (1 year)
• Architecture
• Art of the Contemporary World and World Art Studies
• Design and Decorative Art Studies
•  Early Modern and Medieval Art
• Museums and Collections

€ 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000



MA Arts and Culture (Research) (2 years) € 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MA Asian Studies (1 year)
• East Asian Studies
• History, Arts and Culture of Asia
• Politics, Society and Economy of Asia
• South Asian Studies
• Southeast Asian Studies

€ 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MA Asian Studies (2 years)
• Chinese Studies
• Japanese Studies
• Korean Studies 

€ 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MA Asian Studies (Research) (2 years) € 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MSc Chinese Economy and Business (1 year) (taught together with the Erasmus
University, Rotterdam)

Approx. € 1,800 / 
€ 15,000   

Approx. € 15,000

MA Classics & Ancient Civilisations (1 year)
• Assyriology
• Classics
• Egyptology
• Hebrew and Aramaic Languages and Cultures

€ 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MA Classics and Ancient Civilisations (Research) (2 years)
• Assyriology 
• Classics 
• Egyptology 
• Hebrew Bible Studies
• New Testament and Early Christian Studies

€ 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MA Dutch Studies (1 year) (in Dutch)
• Dutch Discourse Studies
• Dutch Linguistics
• Dutch Studies
• Modern Dutch Literature
• Older Dutch Literature

€ 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MA History (1 year)
• Ancient History
• Archival Studies
• Europaeum programme European History and Civilisation: Leiden-Oxford-Paris   
  Programme
• European Expansion and Globalisation
• Medieval and Early Modern European History
• Migration and Global Interdependence
• Political Culture and National Identities

€ 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

9
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MA History (Research) (2 years)
• Ancient History
• European Expansion and Globalisation
• Medieval and Early Modern European History
• Migration and Global Interdependence
• Political Culture and National Identities

€ 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MA International Relations (1 year)
• European Union Studies
• International Studies

€ 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MA Latin American Studies (1 year) (in Spanish) € 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MA Latin American Studies (Research) (2 years) (in English & Spanish) € 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MA Linguistics (1 year)
• Comparative Indo-European Linguistics
• English Language and Linguistics
• French Language and Linguistics
• German Language and Linguistics
• Italian Language and Linguistics
• Language and Communication
• Language Diversity of Africa, Asia and Native America
• Theoretical Linguistics and Cognition
• Translation in Theory and Practice (Dutch/English)

€ 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MA Linguistics (Research) (2 years) € 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MA Literary Studies (1 year)
• Comparative Literature and Literary Theory
• English Literature and Culture
• French Literature and Culture
• German Literature and Culture
• Italian Literature and Culture

€ 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MA Literary Studies (Research) (2 years) € 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MA Media Studies (1 year)
• Book and Digital Media Studies 
• Film and Photographic Studies
• Journalism and New Media (in Dutch)

€ 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MA Middle Eastern Studies (1 year)
• Arabic Studies
• Islamic Studies
• Modern Middle East Studies
• Persian Studies 
• Turkish Studies

€ 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MA Middle Eastern Studies (Research) (2 years) € 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MA Philosophy (1 year) € 1,800 / € 13,600 €15,000
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MA Philosophy (2 years)  
• Philosophy of Humanities
• Philosophy of Law
• Philosophy of Medical Sciences
• Philosophy of Natural Sciences
• Philosophy of Phsychology
• Philosophy of Political Science

€ 1,800 / € 15,000 € 15,000

MA Russian and Eurasian Studies (1 year) € 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MA Theology & Religious Studies (1 year)
• Biblical Studies
• Christianity
• Islam in the Contemporary West
• Judaism
• Religion, Culture and Society

€ 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

Leiden Law School
 LL.M. Crime and Criminal Law (1 year) (In Dutch)
• Criminal Justice
• Safety and the Maintenance of Law and Order

€ 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MSc Forensic Criminology (1 year) (In Dutch) € 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

LL.M. Law (1 year)
• Civil Law (in Dutch) 
• Company Law (in Dutch)
• Constitutional and Administrative Law (In Dutch)
• Criminal Law and Criminology (In Dutch)
• European Law
• Financial Law (in Dutch)
• Jurisprudence and Philosophy of Law (in Dutch)
• Juvenile Law (in Dutch)
• Public International Law 

€ 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

Master of Laws: Advanced Studies in International Air and Space Law
- Full Time (1 year)
- Blended Learning (2 years)
- Part Time (2 years)
- Single Courses ** 

€ 16,700 (Full time)
€ 8,400 (Part time)
€ 17,200 (Blended 
Learning) 
€ 8,650 (Blended 
Learning)

€ 16,700 (Full time)
€ 8,400 (Part time)
€ 17,200 (Blended 
Learning) 
€ 8,650 (Blended 
Learning)

LL.M. Notarial Law (1 year) (In Dutch) € 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

Master of Laws: Advanced Studies in European and International Business Law
- Full Time (1 year)
- Part Time (2 years)

€ 16,700 (Full time)
€ 8,400 (Part time)

€ 16,700 (Full time)
€ 8,400 (Part time)

Master of Laws: Advanced Studies in International Tax Law
- Full Time (1 year)
- Part Time (2 years)
- Single Courses **

€ 18,000 (Full time)
€ 9,050 (Part time)

€ 18,000 (Full time)
€ 9,050 (Part time)
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Master of Laws: Advanced Studies in Public International Law
• Specialisation Peace, Justice and Development
• Specialisation International Criminal Law
- Full Time (1 year)
- Part Time (2 years)
- Single Courses **

€ 16,700 (Full time)
€ 8,400 (Part time)

€ 16,700 (Full time)
€ 8,400 (Part time)

LL.M. Tax Law (1 year) (in Dutch) € 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

Leiden University Medical Center
MSc Biomedical Sciences (2 years)
• Communication (in Dutch)
• Education (in Dutch)
• Management
• Research

€ 1,800 / € 20,200 € 22,200

MSc Vitality and Ageing (1 year) € 22,200 € 22,200 

Faculty of Science
MSc Astronomy (2 years)
• Astronomy and Education (in Dutch)
• Astronomy and Science-Based Business
• Astronomy and Science Communication & Society (in Dutch)
• Research in Astronomy 

€ 1,800 / € 17,200 € 18,900

MSc Biology (2 years)
• Biology and Education (in Dutch)
• Biology and Science-Based Business
• Biology and Science Communication & Society (in Dutch)
• Evolution, Biodiversity and Conservation
• Molecular and Cellular Biosciences

€ 1,800 / € 17,200 € 18,900

MSc Bio-Pharmaceutical Sciences (2 years)
• Analytical Biosciences
• Bio-Pharmaceutical Sciences and Education (in Dutch)
• Bio-Pharmaceutical Sciences and Science-Based Business
• Bio-Pharmaceutical Sciences and Science Communication & Society (in Dutch)
• Drug Delivery Technology and Biopharmaceutics
• Medical Chemistry
• Pharmacology
• Toxicology

€ 1,800 / € 17,200 € 18,900

MSc Chemistry (2 years)
• Chemistry and Education (in Dutch)
• Chemistry and Science-Based Business
• Chemistry and Science Communication & Society (in Dutch)
• Research in Chemistry

€ 1,800 / € 17,200 € 18,900

MSc Computer Science (2 years)
• Bioinformatics
• Computer Science and Science-Based Business
• Computer Science and Science Communication & Society (in Dutch)
• Computer Science Theory and Advanced Technologies
• Core Computer Technologies

€ 1,800 / € 17,200 € 18,900

12
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MSc ICT in Business (2 years) € 1,800 / € 17,200 € 18,900 

MSc Industrial Ecology (2 years) € 1,800 / € 12,5001 € 12,5001 

MSc Life Science & Technology (2 years)
• Life Science and Education (in Dutch)
• Life Science-Based Business Development
• Life Science Research and Development
• Life Science and Science Communication & Society (in Dutch)

€ 1,800 / € 17,200 € 18,900

MSc Mathematics (2 years)
• Algebra, Geometry and Number Theory
• Applied Mathematics
• Mathematics and Education (in Dutch) 
• Mathematics and Science-Based Business
• Mathematics and Science Communication & Society (in Dutch)
• Statistical Science for Life and Behavioural Sciences

€ 1,800 / € 17,200 € 18,900

MSc Media Technology (2 years) € 1,800 / € 17,200 € 18,900 

MSc Physics (2 years)
• Physics and Education (in Dutch)
• Physics and Science-Based Business
• Physics and Science Communication & Society (in Dutch)
• Research in Physics, cosmology
• Research in Physics, experimental
• Research in Physics, pre-PhD (‘Casimir’)
• Research in Physics, theoretical

€ 1,800 / € 17,200 € 18,900

Faculty of Social and Behavioural Sciences
MSc Crisis and Security Management (1 year)2 € 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MA Cultural Anthropology and Development Sociology (1 year)
• Environmental Anthropology and Development Sociology
• Global Economy and Culture
• Media, Visual and Material Culture

€ 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MSc Education and Child Studies (1 year)
• Applied Neuroscience in Education and Child Studies
• Child and Family Studies
• Coach for Learning and Development
• Educational Studies
• Learning Problems and Impairments
• Clinical Child and Adolescent Studies / Orthopedagogiek (in Dutch) 

€ 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MSc Developmental Psychopathology in Education and Child Studies (Re-
search) (2 years)

€ 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MSc International Relations and Diplomacy (2 years) € 16,250 € 16,250

MSc Management of the Public Sector (1 year) (in Dutch)2 € 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000
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MSc Political Science (1 year)
• Comparative Politics and Democracy
• Dutch Politics
• International Relations
• Political Behaviour and Communication
• Political Philosophy

€ 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MSc Political Science and Public Administration (2 years) € 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MSc Psychology (1 year)
• Applied Cognitive Psychology
• Child and Adolescent Psychology
• Clinical Neuropsychology
• Clinical Psychology
• Economics and Consumer Psychology
• Health Psychology
• Methodology and Statistics in Psychology
• Occupational Health Psychology
• Social and Organisational Psychology

€ 1,800 / € 2,500 € 15,000

MSc Psychology (Research) (2 years)
• Clinical and Health Psychology
• Cognitive Neuroscience
• Developmental Psychology
• Social and Organisational Psychology

€ 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

MSc Public Administration (1 year)2

• Comparative Public Management
• European Governance
• International Administration
• Politics and Bureaucracy
• Public policy, Lobbying and Media

€ 1,800 / € 13,600 € 15,000

¹ This is an indication, the exact fee still needs to be determined, check www.mastersinleiden.nl for details.
² This course will most likely be offered at the Campus The Hague from February 2012 onwards. Check www.mastersinleiden.nl for details.
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ICLON
Teacher-training programmes are offered by the ICLON (Leiden University Graduate School of Teaching), an independent unit within 

Leiden University. All these programmes focus on Dutch higher education and are therefore taught in Dutch. Detailed information about 

these programmes can be found through the website: www.iclon.leiden.edu 

Master’s Programmes (and specialisations)

EU/EEA/Swiss/Suri-
namese students: 
1st master / 
2nd master* (p.a.)

Other Students (p.a.)

ICLON
Master of Arts in Educational Master Humanities (1 year; 2 years part time)  
(In Dutch)
• Teaching Art History and Cultural and Art Education 
• Teaching Chinese 
• Teaching Classics 
• Teaching Dutch 
• Teaching English 
• Teaching French 
• Teaching German 
• Teaching History and Civics 
• Teaching Philosophy 
• Teaching Religious Studies 
• Teaching Spanish 
• Teaching Turkish

€ 1,800 € 1,800

Master of Arts in Teaching Social Studies for Pre-Higher Education 
(1 year; 2 years part time)  (In Dutch)

€ 1,800 € 1,800

Master of Science in Teaching Biology for Pre-Higher Education 
(1 year; 2 years part time)  (In Dutch)

€ 1,800 € 1,800

Master of Science in Teaching Business Economics for Pre-Higher Education 
(1 year; 2 years part time)  (In Dutch)

€ 1,800 € 1,800

Master of Science in Teaching Chemistry for Pre-Higher Education 
(1 year; 2 years part time)  (In Dutch)

€ 1,800 € 1,800

Master of Science in Teaching Economics for Pre-Higher Education 
(1 year; 2 years part time) (In Dutch)

€ 1,800 € 1,800

Master of Science in Teaching Mathematics for Pre-Higher Education 
(1 year; 2 years part time)  (In Dutch)

€ 1,800 € 1,800

Master of Science in Teaching Physics for Pre-Higher Education 
(1 year; 2 years part time)  (In Dutch)

€ 1,800 € 1,800
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The highest degree awarded in the 

Netherlands is that of ‘Doctor’ (Dr/PhD). 

Graduates who have obtained a university 

master’s degree are usually eligible to pro-

ceed to doctoral studies. Earning a doctor-

ate takes usually at least four years of study 

and consists of independent and original 

research under the supervision of a profes-

sor. In general, PhD training takes place 

in the Graduate School of the relevant 

faculty or faculties and in cross-boundary 

Research Schools. Research Schools are 

centres of high quality research, where 

researchers from different universities and 

non-academic institutes collaborate, and 

where particular attention is focused on 

the training of researchers to PhD level.

How to obtain a PhD Position
If you wish to pursue a PhD at Leiden 

University, you can either respond to a 

vacancy or, if there are no suitable open-

ings, approach a full professor with a 

research proposal.

Vacancies for PhD positions are advertised 

on the website: www.vacancies.leiden.edu.

Finances
Paid Positions

If you respond to an advertisement and 

you are accepted as a PhD candidate, you 

usually receive a paid appointment as a 

research assistant. Please check the website 

for PhD vacancies.

Self-obtained Scholarships

It is also possible to enter the PhD pro-

gramme on the basis of self-obtained 

grants. Please check the scholarship page 

on the website for more information: 

www.leiden.edu/scholarships.

Bench Fees

Some departments require you to pay 

bench fees. You can find more informa-

tion on the website under the respective 

Graduate Schools.

Work Permit
PhD candidates from outside the European 

Union should be aware that a visa (MVV) 

and/or residence permit (VVR) are 

required for PhD programmes unless, 

you conduct your research in your own 

country. The Graduate Schools can provide 

further information about the relevant 

procedures. 

Housing
You are advised to check the website: 

www.leiden.edu/studenthousing for 

information on housing options, prices 

and conditions, or to seek advice from the 

Graduate School.

More Information
The relevant Graduate Schools can provide 

further information about the admission 

procedures to the PhD programme and 

advise on finding a supervisor. Please see: 

www.research.leiden.edu/phd.

PhD and other Programmes

16
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Other Programmes
Besides the master’s and PhD programmes, 

Leiden University also offers other pro-

grammes open to international students, 

including:

• Bachelor’s programmes 

Leiden offers about 50 bachelor’s pro-

grammes. These programmes take three 

years to complete.

Most bachelor's are taught in Dutch. The 

following bachelor’s programmes are 

taught in English:

- Bachelor in International Studies

- Bachelor in Liberal Arts and Sciences

- Bachelor in Dutch Studies (at the start of 

the programme)

• Exchange and Study Abroad

International students can attend Leiden 

University as non-degree students for one 

or two semesters. Students can choose 

English-taught courses in different subjects 

and on different levels.

• Summer schools

Various summer schools are offered by 

Leiden in the months of June to August. 

The levels of the summer schools vary, as 

does the duration of the courses.

For more information and a complete 

overview of these programmes, please see:

www.prospectivestudents.leiden.edu

Language courses 

Language courses are offered by the 

Academic Language Centre (see also page 27)

www.hum.leiden.edu/languagecentre
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Leiden University is selective in its admis-

sions policy. The Admissions boards of 

the different faculties will decide about 

the admission of a student. Master’s pro-

gramme applicants generally require a 

relevant bachelor's degree (or equivalent) 

with good results from a recognised uni-

versity as a minimum entry requirement. 

Certain master’s programmes may have 

additional entry requirements. For details 

of your chosen programme, please check: 

www.mastersinleiden.nl.

Language Requirements
All Leiden University applicants are 

required to take an English proficiency test.

This requirement does not apply if you 

have completed your education in Canada, 

the USA, the UK, Ireland, New Zealand 

or Australia, or if you have obtained an 

International Baccalaureate diploma. 

Leiden University accepts three kinds of 

official tests detailed below, although the 

IELTS is preferred. These tests are generally 

only valid for two years. The required score 

may vary per individual programme.

1.  International English Language Testing 

System (IELTS). Minimum score of 6.5 

for most master’s programmes. 

For more information, please visit: 

www.ielts.org.

2.  Test of English as a Foreign Language 

(TOEFL). Minimum score 570 (paper-

based) / 230 (computerbased) / 88-90 

(internet-based) for most master’s pro-

grammes. For more  information, please 

visit: www.toefl.org.

 Original test results should be sent  

 directly to us by the Educational Testing  

 Centre. The TOEFL institution code for  

 Leiden University is 0504. Institutional  

 TOEFL tests are not accepted, the  

 modality required is “academic”. 

3.  Cambridge Certificate of Proficiency 

in English. For more information, please 

visit: www.cambridgeesol.org

Note: applicants from mainland China are 

required to submit an academic IELTS test 

or internet-based TOEFL score due to visa 

requirements.

Admission 
& Application 
Procedures
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All students without a relevant Leiden 

University bachelor’s degree have to file 

an application for admission in order to 

enroll in a master’s programme. Leiden 

University has an online application sys-

tem, which can be used by all students. You 

can access the online application form via: 

www.leiden.edu/application. 

Application Fee
Almost all applicants are required to 

pay an application fee of A  100. A list of 

students who are exempted from paying 

the application fee can be found on the 

website.

Application Documents
When completing your online application 

you will be requested to scan and upload 

the following documents (for detailed 

information see: www.leiden.edu/application):

• A photocopy of your valid passport

• A letter of motivation

• Copies of original diplomas and docu-

ments stating grades. If you are not yet 

able to submit your final transcripts and 

diploma with your application, mention 

your (expected) graduation date and 

submit all transcripts obtained to date. 

• IELTS, TOEFL or Cambridge test of 

English proficiency

• Up-to-date curriculum vitae

• Two original letters of recommendation 

(one from an academic)

• Some programmes may ask for addi-

tional documentation. Please check the 

website of the programme concerned.

Please note: official certified translations 

into English, Dutch, German or French 

may be requested for all (foreign) 

academic records.

Application Deadlines
The general deadlines are:

•  1 April for programmes starting in 

September

•  15 October for programmes starting 

in February

In some cases other deadlines may apply. 

Please see the programme description 

for the exact application deadline at 

www.mastersinleiden.nl.

Early applications are recommended: 

applications are processed on a rolling base 

in the order of receipt and academic year/

starting date of the programme.

Processing Time
Usually we will need around 4 to 6 weeks 

to assess your application and inform you 

about your admission. Please bear in mind 

that applications may take longer to 

process, particularly during the peak 

periods around the application deadlines.

More Information
For an up-to-date and detailed overview of 

the requirements, please visit our website: 

www.leiden.edu/application.

Online 
Application
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Tuition Fees
The tuition fees may vary depending on 

your background and the type of master’s 

programme.  A general overview of the 

tuition fees can be found on page 8. For 

the exact amount of tuition fee you need 

to pay, please check our website 

www.mastersinleiden.nl

‘Home fee’ for EU/EEA/Swiss/

Surinamese Students

A ‘home fee’ is applicable for most of the 

master’s programmes. Qualified students 

from the EU, European Economic Area

(EEA), Switzerland and Suriname are 

eligible to pay the same tuition fee as 

Dutch students (i.e. the home fee). This 

tuition fee is set annually by the Dutch 

government and is only available for those 

programmes that are financed by the 

Dutch Ministry of Education and Culture. 

Home fees are not available for the 

Master’s of Advanced Legal Studies, the 

MSc in Vitality and Ageing and the MSc in 

International Relations and Diplomacy.* 

The ‘home fee’ is available for the follow-

ing master’s students:

1. Nationals of an EU or EEA country, 

Switzerland and Suriname provided they 

hold a relevant passport

2. Those who are married to or who have a 

registered ‘civil partnership’ with an EU/ 

EEA national

3. Non-EU/EEA students who are entitled 

Money Matters

to a Dutch government study grant. (See 

the website of DUO-IB-Groep: 

www.ib-groep.nl/international_visitors)

Note: Students who have already complet-

ed a master’s study in the Netherlands

pay the ‘Internatioal fee’ (Students pay the 

“home fee’  for the master in teaching and 

the first master in medicine). 

The ‘home fee’ is approx. € 1,800 per year 

(Academic year 2012-2013 and subject to 

annual change).

‘International fee’ for non-EU/EEA/

Swiss/Surinamese Students

The fee range is from approx. € 15,000 to

 € 23,000 per year.*

Cost of Living
A single student needs around A 10,000 per 

year, in addition to the tuition fee, to cover 

living and other expenses. For detailed 

information, please check: 

www.leiden.edu/practical.

Please note that if you need a visa to enter 

the Netherlands and/or a residence permit 

to stay legally in the Netherlands, you must 

provide proof of your ability to cover the 

expenses of your stay (see also page 22).

Scholarships
There are several scholarships available for 

(partial) funding of tuition fees and living 

costs. Leiden University offers the ‘Leiden 

Excellence Scholarship (LExS)’.  Various 

organisations also offer scholarships. The 

amount of the scholarships and the appli-

cation requirements vary per pro vider. For 

a detailed list of all scholarships and the 

application requirements, 

please check our website: 

www.leiden.edu/scholarships.

Please be aware that most scholarships 

require students to be accepted for a par-

ticular programme first before submitting 

their scholarship application. If you are 

applying for a scholarship, we recommend 

that you submit your Leiden University 

application at least eight weeks in advance 

of the scholarship deadline. Please men-

tion the scholarship name and the deadline 

of the scholarship clearly in your Leiden 

University application.

*  The Ministry of Education does not make 

any financial contribution to the Master 

of Advanced Legal Studies, the MSc in 

Vitality and Ageing and the MSc in 

International relations and Diplomacy, 

which means that Dutch/EEA students 

also have to pay a higher tuition fee (full 

cost). As a rule it is not possible to obtain 

“Studiefinanciering” (study grant made 

available by the Ministry of Education) 

for these programmes.
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Students normally opt for a room within 

a house or a flat shared with others. 

Sharing your room is a cheaper option. 

The prices for housing depend on such 

aspects as the facilities available, the num-

ber of persons sharing these facilities and 

whether the costs of water and electricity 

are included. Compared to other parts of 

Europe, rental prices in the Netherlands 

are in general quite high, but are not as 

expensive as in other European capitals, 

such as Paris or London. The high prices 

are at least in part because some popular 

cities have a shortage of (student) hous-

ing and some have a high percentage of 

historic buildings, which raises the prices. 

Therefore it can also be difficult to find 

housing on your own. Prices vary from 

about A 350 for an unfurnished, small, 

single room with shared facilities to about 

A 1,000 per month for an apartment/house 

with multiple rooms and private facilities.

Housing via the University
Leiden University does not have a campus 

or campus accommodation. Instead, it has 

an agreement with several reputable local 

housing agents which cater for interna-

tional students.

The Housing Office co-ordinates applica-

tions for student housing for interna-

tional master’s students. All international 

students who are seeking admission to a 

master’s programme offered by Leiden 

University can indicate on the online 

application form whether they require 

assistance in finding accommodation in 

Leiden. Master’s students who need a visa 

are strongly advised to apply for housing 

through the University. Please take note 

of the application deadlines if housing is 

required!

More information on housing options, 

prices and conditions is available on: 

www. studenthousing.leiden.edu. You can 

also find information through this website 

about finding housing yourself in the 

private sector.

Accommodation

Students at Leiden University do not 
live on a campus: housing is spread 

throughout the city of Leiden. 
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Visa and Recidence Permit
If you have a passport issued by one of the EU or EEA countries,

or Switzerland, you do not need a visa or residence permit. All 

other students require a visa and/or a residence permit for a stay 

longer than three months.

Leiden University’s Admissions Office will apply for the visa 

and/or residence permit on your behalf before you travel to the 

Netherlands. The Dutch immigration authorities do not allow 

students to apply for a visa themselves for the purpose of study. 

The procedure will only be started once you have been admitted to

Leiden University, and the visa/residence permit can only be 

granted if a number of requirements are met:

1.  You should be in possession of a valid passport;

2.  You should be admitted to a full-time study programme;

3.  You should be able to show that you can finance your study 

and living expenses according to the standard amounts set for 

this by the Immigration Department;

4.  For students from China: You should have applied for a Nuffic 

certificate. 

For up-to-date requirements and procedures, please check our

website: www.prospectivestudents.leiden.edu/practical-info.

Health Insurance
All residents of the Netherlands, including international students,

are required by law to have adequate health insurance. Leiden

University itself does not offer insurance. However, there are 

several insurance companies that offer policies for students. Please

check our website and compare the different policies:  

www.prospectivestudents.leiden.edu/practical-info.

VISA & Health Insurance
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Giusy Bochicchio (Italy), MA in 
International Tax Law about living 
in the city of Leiden:
“Leiden may be famous for its almshouses, 

Venice-like canals, buildings, museums 

and glorious history, or perhaps because 

Rembrandt and the Dutch Constitution 

were born here, or maybe because Einstein 

lived and studied here and Oxford 

(England) made it its twin city, but what 

I enjoy most about it is its relatively small 

size and population, which makes it the 

perfect student city, its vibrant cultural 

and shopping activity, its close proximity 

to Schiphol airport, Amsterdam and the 

Hague and the fact that your biggest 

worry is your bicycle getting a flat tire!”

Hanna Schraffenberger (Germany), 
MSc in Media Technology about 
studying at Leiden University:
“Now, after living and studying here for 

4 months, I can say that Leiden University 

did live up both to its reputation as well as 

to my expectations. I enjoy the good con-

tact, supervision and support of professors, 

assistants and student assistants, and the 

close connection to the other students in 

my course - there are only about 20 in my 

programme and year! I like the hands-on 

experience which is included in the study 

programme, as well as the responsibility, 

the room for individuality and creativity. 

Last but not least, I enjoy the close contact 

with the other students, some of whom 

have now become good friends. With stu-

dents from different backgrounds (infor-

mation and cognitive science, psychology, 

graphic design, engineering), I may even 

learn more from them than from the lec-

tures, books and assignments. The only 

thing which I regret is, with everyone 

being really nice and switching to English 

when I enter a room, I have not yet learned 

Dutch.”
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Focus on Research
Dutch universities focus on the indepen-

dent practice of research-oriented work in 

an academic or professional setting. For 

students, this means learning how to do 

research independently. You will also be 

encouraged to adopt a critical approach 

and to challenge new ideas. You should 

be able to work in a team, but must also 

be able to perform tasks individually. 

Depending on the programme, assess-

ments are not only based on written 

exams, but also on active participation 

in class and presentations.

Credits and Course Load
Most courses are offered as full-time pro-

grammes. The course load is expressed in 

ECTS (European Credit Transfer System) 

credit points. A full-time programme has 

a course load of 60 ECTS per year. 1 ECTS 

equals 28 hours of study. This includes 

preparing for and attending classes, read-

ing books, writing papers, studying for 

tests and exams etc. In ECTS, 60 credits 

represent the workload of a year of study. 

Normally, 30 credits are given for a semes-

ter and 20 credits for a term.

The Multicultural Classroom
Every year, international students from 

all parts of the world choose to study at 

Leiden University, which makes Leiden a 

diverse and multicultural environment.

Although different religions can be prac-

tised and are accepted in the Netherlands, 

Leiden University itself is not a denomi-

national university. However, at both the 

Faculty of Social and Behavioural Sciences 

and at the Leiden University Medical 

Center there is a prayer room available to 

allow you to worship according to your 

own religion.

Life in the Classroom 
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Facilities 
at the University

Plexus Student Centre
You will find a wide range of student 

facilities at the Plexus Student Centre, 

including: study and computer rooms, a 

conference/presentation room, informa-

tion desks for student affairs, a fitness 

centre, and office facilities for student 

organisations. The motto of the student 

centre is 'for and by students', which 

means that as many posts as possible are 

filled by students. 

Common Room
The International Student Network (see 

page 29) has a Common Room where you 

can chill, watch a movie, read a book or 

meet new friends. 

Computer Rooms, Laptops and 
Wireless Internet
Computer facilities are available at the 

faculties, at the University Library and at 

Plexus. The opening hours of these rooms 

vary. At most faculties, the computer 

rooms are open from Mondays to Fridays 

and in the evenings. At the Plexus Student 

Centre, the University Library and some 

faculties, it is possible to use the computer 

facilities during the weekends. You can 

also bring your own laptop to most com-

puter rooms. Laptops can be connected to 

the University network and the internet 

at most faculties and at Plexus. Wireless 

internet is also available at Plexus and at 

some faculties.

Libraries and Reading rooms
The University has one main library, and 

many faculties and departments also 

have their own dedicated libraries. The 

University libraries contain three million 

books and periodicals, including a unique 

collection of old maps and manuscripts. 

The Library also houses an elaborate col-

lection of prints and drawings, and there 

is an extensive collection of plants and 

herbs in the botanical gardens and the 

national herbarium. The Main Library 

has general and specialised reading rooms. 

At the libraries and reading rooms of the 

faculties and departments students from 

their respective disciplines can study or do 

research. This is also where you can find 

the more specialised books on specific 

subjects relating to your own discipline. 

For more information about the libraries, 

please visit: www.library.leiden.edu.

Student Support Services
Students in Leiden have access to a range 

of support services. Some of these services 

offer support specifically aimed at inter-

national students. Below you will find an 

overview of some of these support services. 

More detailed information can be found at 

our website: www.students.leiden.edu.

Student & Educational Affairs

This department arranges the administra-

tive aspects of enrolment for international 

students.
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International Student Adviser

The International Student Adviser helps international students 

who may experience problems within the University, and can also 

assist students in finding their way around the city.

Academic Co-ordinators

Within the faculties and departments, special co-ordinators are 

assigned to support masters’ degree students, particularly inter-

national students, in matters related to the academic content of 

their programme.

Study Adviser

Every faculty and department has a study adviser. The study 

adviser can help students with matters related to the academic 

content of their programme.

Student Counselling Service

The student counsellors can provide you with advice and assis-

tance on issues such as personal and academic problems, and 

legal and financial matters. They are also able to advise on study-

ing with a disability. One of the team members is the International 

Counsellor, who provides assistance especially to international 

students.

Fenestra Disability Centre

Leiden University offers special facilities for students with 

disabilities ranging from physical impairments to hearing or 

visual disabilities or any other functional impediments. For more 

information, please e-mail: fenestra@plexus.leidenuniv.nl.

Student Career Service

The Student Career Service supports students and alumni of 

Leiden University in exploring and making effective career choices. 

The career advisers can help you in developing self-awareness, dis-

covering different job opportunities and, of course, taking action. 

Please note that the Student Career Service is not a placement 

service or a job agency. For more information, please visit: 

www.leiden.edu/studentcareerservice.

26
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University Sports Centre
In Leiden, you can enjoy a wide range of sports, both on a recrea-

tional and on a competitive basis. The Leiden University Sports 

Centre offers the opportunity to choose from some 40 sports, 

ranging from yoga and aerobics to rugby and rowing. More infor-

mation about the University Sports Centre can be found through 

the website: www.services-facilities.leiden.edu/sport.

Student Sports Clubs

Many Leiden University students are actively involved in specific 

sports independent of the Sports Centre. In many cases there are 

dedicated sports clubs which are only open to students. These 

clubs often work together with and use the training facilities of the 

University Sports Centre. You can find an overview of these clubs 

on the website of the University Sports Centre.

Language Centre
The Language Centre offers different types of language courses, 

including courses in Dutch as a Second Language, English, French, 

German, Italian, Hungarian and Spanish. The Language Centre 

also offers facilities for self-tuition in practical language teaching. 

For more information, please visit: 

www.hum.leiden.edu/languagecentre. 
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International Student 
Introduction Days
Leiden is a true university town, with a 

rich student life. There are many activities 

for students, both social and study-related, 

and many different clubs and organisa-

tions for you to join, such as the study 

and student associations. The University 

organises an introduction programme for 

new international students just before the 

first and second semester. This programme 

gives you a general introduction to the 

University and the faculties, the city of 

Leiden and the student organisations.

Study Associations
Study associations are for students from 

a particular degree course; they focus on 

the academic aspects of student life and 

organise course-related activities, such as 

lectures, seminars, field trips or excursions.

Student Associations
The main focus of student associations 

is on social events such as drinks, sports 

activities, lectures, camp weeks, etc. Many 

of the associations offer you the opportu-

nity to develop your organisational skills 

to complement your academic curriculum 

and to extend your social network. 

Many of these associations are Dutch 

language and culture oriented. 

Please see also: www.leiden.edu/students.

International

There is one main international student 

association in Leiden: the Inter national 

Student Network.

(www.isn-leiden.nl)

Two other organisations are internationally 

orieted: SIB (DUNSA) & AEGEE Leiden.

Dutch-oriented

Besides these organisations, there are 

Dutch- oriented student associations, some 

of which offer short-term membership for 

international students. The five main ones 

are Augustinus, Catena, Minerva, Quintus 

and SSR.

Religious

There are also religious student asso-

ciations active in Leiden including such 

Christian organisations as Fransiscus 

Gomarus, Ichthus, Navigatoren Studenten 

Leiden, Panoplia, Ekklesia, the Islamic 

organisation SABR, and the Jewish organi-

sation ijar.

Cultural and Artistic 

Some student associations focus on 

speci fic cultural activities. One of these, 

‘Prometheus’, focuses on cultural activities 

ranging from lectures and music to theatre 

and movies.

For more information about student life, 

please visit: www.leiden.edu/students.

Student Life outside 
the Classroom
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Life in Leiden: Historical, 
Cultural and Multicultural 
yet typically Dutch

Historical, with all the Modern 
Amenities
Leiden is a beautiful and historic city with 

many 17th century buildings; its pictures-

que city centre is criss-crossed with boat-

lined canals, bordered by red brick streets. 

At the same time, it is also a modern 

cultural and business centre offering all 

the amenities you need to make your stay 

here both enjoyable and memorable. The 

city has twelve museums, a wide range of 

shops, delightful bars in Leiden and inter-

national restaurants, several cinemas and 

much more.

Accessible and Friendly
 Leiden has the feel of a warm and friendly 

town: it is small, compact and generally 

safe city, but with all the conveniences of 

a large city. Most of its facilities are within 

walking – or, in typical Dutch fashion, 

‘biking’ – distance, and you are almost 

certain to bump into people you know in 

the streets. If you want to pay a visit to a 

bigger city: Amsterdam, The Hague and 

Rotterdam are located within a 30-minute 

radius by train. Even international destina-

tions such as Paris and London are easily 

accessible from Leiden. Public transport 

was rated as ‘excellent’ in a recent survey 

among international students.

The North Sea, with its scenic beaches and 

sand dunes, is only eight miles to the west 

of Leiden and can easily be reached by bus 

or by bike. The bike is a popular means 

of transport in the Netherlands; as well as 

being healthy it is a fast, easy and cheap 

way to get around.

Typically Dutch, but Multicultural
Leiden and the Netherlands are also 

very multicultural, although the city has 

retained its Dutch identity. While living 

abroad and experiencing Dutch culture, 

you can at the same time enjoy the benefits 

of Leiden’s multicultural identity. Many 

of the things you are used to at home can 

also be found here. There is, for example, 

a wide range of different religious centres 

(churches, mosques, a synagogue, etc.) 

in Leiden and its direct surroundings. 

Different types of food and ingredients 

are sold, and music from all over the 

world can be heard in Leiden’s concert 

halls. All this is sure to make you feel at 

home more easily.

Working during your Studies
Although not impossible, it is often none-

theless not easy for international students 

to find a job in the Netherlands. This is 

mainly because you generally need to 

speak Dutch, and there are legal proce-

dures involved in employing a non-EU 

student. You should also bear in mind that 

a part-time job is not intended to cover 

your study costs, and it may affect your 

academic performance. 

More Information
For more information about the city 

of Leiden, please visit: www.leiden.nl.

More information about living in the 

Netherlands and part-time jobs is 

available at: www.studyin.nl.
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Did you know that …

… Nobel Laureate Albert Einstein was 

a Leiden Professor of Physics by special 

appointment, from 1920 to 1946. Einstein 

was a close personal friend of Paul 

Ehrenfest, another famous Leiden 

physicist.

… In Leiden, at the world’s first uni-

versity low-temperature laboratory, 

Professor Heike Kamerlingh Onnes 
achieved a temperature of only one degree 

above absolute zero (minus 273 degrees 

Centigrade). In 1908, he was also the first 

to succeed in liquefying helium, and can 

be credited with the discovery of the 

superconductivity of metals.

… The Hortus Botanicus (botanical 

garden) of the University was started by 
Carolus Clusius. It was in 1594 in the 

Hortus Botanicus that the first tulip in 

Western Europe flowered, having been 

imported from Turkey.

… Rembrandt van Rijn was born in 

Leiden in 1606 and lived in the city for 

the first 26 years of his life. After finishing 
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his studies, he established himself as an 

independent painter in Leiden. Many of 

his masterpieces were created in his Leiden 

studio.

… Hugo Grotius, one of the founders 

of the international legal system as it still 

exists today, studied at Leiden and lived 

and practised here as a lawyer.

… René Descartes the French mathema-

tician and philosopher, the 'father of mod-

ern philosophy' lived for a time in Leiden 

and studied mathematics here. His work 

‘Discours de la méthode pour bien con-

duire sa raison et chercher la vérité dans les 

sciences’ was published in Leiden in 1637.

… Gulliver, as Jonathan Swift tells us, 

studied Medicine at Leiden University. 

With this qualification he set out on his 

journey as a ship’s doctor and thus began 

his fantastic adventures.

… When the Pilgrim Fathers fled from 

England to Holland to escape persecution, 

they were one of many groups seeking 

refuge in Leiden. Between 1609 and 1620, 

the Pilgrims led a quiet life in the town, 

holding their services in a chapel of the 

University. After 12 years in Leiden, they 

decided to leave for the New World to 

found a society based completely on their 

convictions.

… John Quincy Adams, the 6th President 

of the USA, studied at Leiden University 

when his father John Adams, later the 2nd 

President, was posted in Europe. 

…The former South African president 
Nelson Mandela was awarded an 

Honorary Doctorate at Leiden University 

on March 12, 1999. He received the Docto-

rate for his dedication to the cause of 

freedom. Honorary Doctorates have also 

been awarded to the Queen Beatrix of the 

Netherlands and former British Prime 

Minister Winston Churchill in recognition 

of their commitment to the principle of 

freedom.

Did you also know that the following 
people studied at Leiden University?
Christiaan Huygens , Geertruida Luberta 

de Haas-Lorentz , Dirk Jan Struik , Ana 

Dolidze, Ayaan Hirsi Ali, Jaap de Hoop 

Scheffer, Peter Mair, Eric Mazur, Morris 

Tabaksblat & Paul Verhoeven.
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