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Follow us online!

In 1798, six citizens of the city of Groningen founded 
a university of applied sciences, Hanze University 
Groningen, thereby creating the oldest multi-sectoral 
institute of higher education in the Netherlands. At the 
time, these citizens had a goal in mind: to enhance 
professional practice. They started a university that 
welcomed both the rich and the poor. The university 
taught the following subjects: art, construction 
engineering and navigation. 

In the decades that followed many additional private 
initiatives were explored, including an institute of physical 
education, a city conservatoire and a training college 
for primary school teachers. In 1993 all these institutes 
merged into one large university: Hanze University 
Groningen, University of Applied Sciences. Providing 
practice-based education was first and foremost in 
the minds of the founders, and has been the principal 
objective of Hanze University Groningen to this day. 

Although it may sound unfamiliar, the name ‘Hanze’ is 
well known in the north-western part of Europe. It refers 
to the Hanseatic League, the medieval trade alliance of 
cities in the Netherlands, Germany, Scandinavia and the 
Baltic Area. The city of Groningen has an age-old tradition 
of being a centre of trade, but also one of knowledge, 
science and culture. Hanze University Groningen is proud 
to carry on this tradition in the second oldest university 
town in the Netherlands.

History of Hanze unIversIty gronIngen, 
university of applied sciences
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Dear student,

Welcome to Hanze University Groningen, University 
of Applied Sciences. At this moment the key to your 
future is in your hands.

Hanze University Groningen offers you endless 
possibilities for self-development. We offer bachelor 
degrees, associate degrees and master degrees, 
whether full-time, part-time or dual. In Dutch, English 
or German. In areas ranging from economics to care 
and well-being, from technology to sport or to art. 
They are all geared to what you want to become: a 
professional in the true sense of the word!

We will give you the opportunity to specialize as a part 
of the programme, but if you prefer, you can choose 
to expand your studies instead, by taking a minor in 
another school as part of your studies, for example. 
Since we are an internationally-oriented university, 
you will meet many students from different countries. 
And if you wish, you can do part of your programme 
abroad. 

We work intensively with many partners in secondary 
education, vocational education, scientific research 
and profession. This means your programme is the 
logical continuation of what you have done up till now, 
and a logical progression towards what you plan on 
doing in the future.

Welcome to Hanze University Groningen!

Henk Pijlman

Chairman of the Executive Board 

• Part of your bachelor programme at our university is a 
placement allowing you to gain work experience and 
to prepare you for the labour market 

• Hanze University Groningen is ranked first in the 
Netherlands for placements as a part of your studies 
 

• We have the best International Business and 
Management programme of the Netherlands (NVAO 
2008)

• Hanze University Groningen has 210 years experience 
in education

• All programmes are NVAO-accredited; a quality mark 
for higher education in the Netherlands and Belgium.

• Groningen has the largest student introduction week 
in the Netherlands, see www.keiweek.nl/en

• Groningen has been rewarded as Fair trade city in 
2009

• Recently Groningen was ranked as the safest city in 
the Netherlands

• Groningen is best liked by its inhabitants in a 
comparable Survey from the EU, July 2007

• Groningen has the best downtown in the Netherlands, 
2006

• 57% of all transport in the city is by bike

• Groningen has a population of 185,000

• Every fifth person in Groningen is a student

• Fifty per cent of the population is younger than 35 

• Groningen is the economic capital of the north of the 
Netherlands

• The province of Groningen has the largest natural gas 
field in Western Europe

• Groningen has one of the Netherlands’ largest 
shipbuilding centres 

• Only two hours away from Utrecht, two-and-a-half 
from Amsterdam and  Schiphol Airport, and three 
hours from The Hague and Rotterdam 

• Groningen has the largest Student Sport 
Championship event in the Netherlands (GNSK)

Did you know that? 
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Holland or the Netherlands?
When most people think of Holland, the name more commonly 
used for the Netherlands, the first things that usually spring to 
mind are tulips, cheese, wooden shoes, windmills and Van Gogh. 
Its famous merchant history translates into many of today’s multi-
nationals such as Royal Dutch Shell, Philips, Unilever, Heineken 
and ING Bank.

Yet, it is not only a country full of windmills and global businesses 
but also a great place to live. Attractive features of the country are 
its historic towns and villages, the beautiful and varied landscapes 
and the mild climate. It attracts visitors from all over the world who 
find that people are friendly and open-minded. They experience it 
as a pleasant and modern city, where bureaucracy is limited. It has 
high standards of health care and education. And although Dutch 
is the main language, English is very widely spoken.

Groningen: a student city
Situated in the north of the Netherlands, Groningen is a young 
- half of the Groningen population is under 35! - and vibrant 
city with a picturesque city centre and surrounded by beautiful 
countryside. The city is not only historically interesting, it also 
has impressive modern architecture, such as the eye-catching 
Groninger Museum, which attracts a lot of international attention. 
Some major corporations are situated in Groningen; universities, 
companies and the public sector cooperate closely together. 

At a ratio of 50,000 students to 185,000 inhabitants, Groningen is 
rightly known as one of the best student cities in the Netherlands. 
If you decide to study in Groningen, it happens to be a wonderful 
city. For instance, it is a great place for shopping and it has a 
buzzing nightlife.

Groningen offers many venues that stage experimental live 
acts and big theatre venues. Many events take place in the city 
annually such as Eurosonic/Noorderslag (pop) Trad.it (folk) and the 
Noorderzon theatre festival.
Recently, the city of Groningen received different titles of best city 
center, safest city and best city for cyclists.

In addition, Groningen is much more than just a student town. 
The town is also leading in the fields of research, innovation and 
entrepreneurship. Forces are combined with other institutions in 
the North of the Netherlands under the banner City of Talent.
www.cityoftalent.nl 

The key to your student life 
The KEI-week is the general introduction half-way August for all 
new students in Groningen. It is the perfect way to get to know the 
city and learn about all the possibilities for students in Groningen. 
With your KEI-group you will explore Groningen and participate 
in all the events during the KEI-week. The events range from 
information fairs to parties, a culture festival and comedy. 
Some events are specially suited for international 
students. www.keiweek.nl/en

you’ll feel at Home in groningen
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some DIrectIons 
from citycenter to ...
University Campus 3 km – 15 min by bike/bus
Prince Claus Conservatoire – 5 min by bike/bus
Academy Minerva (arts) – 5 min by bike/bus
Hanze Institute of Technology in Assen – 
40 minutes by bus/train
Central Station – 1 km – 5 min by bike/bus

from Groningen to ...
Amsterdam/Schiphol Airport 190 km
Groningen Airport Eelde 10 km (for trips to a.o. 
Manchester, Aberdeen, Malaga, Antalya, Tenerife)
Bremen (D) Airport 180 km (for trips to a.o. 
London, Riga, Stockholm, Istanbul, Barcelona)
Utrecht 185 km  the Hague 250 km
Berlin 570 km   Paris 650 km

You can also join the Erasmus Student Network (ESN). The ESN-
Groningen is an international interdisciplinary student association, 
for supporting and developing student exchange. ESN Groningen 
does not have members, everybody can join the activities. 
ESN offers many activities for international students, which include 
cultural and social events such as trips to various 
places within the Netherlands, international dinners, 
parties and festivities.
For more information see: www.esn-groningen.nl

Getting around
The railway system is simple, fast, extensive and reliable. There 
is no real need to have a car. Bicycles, however, are by far the 
most popular mode of transport. In fact there are more bikes 
than people! If you occasionally wish to travel abroad, that’s no 
problem either. The Netherlands are often called the Gateway 
to Europe, and London, Paris, Prague or Rome are all within a 
few hours reach of the award-winning Schiphol airport, one of 
Europe’s major transport hubs.
 

Sports facilities
If you enjoy sports, you can join the ACLO, which is the student 
sports centre of Hanze University Groningen and the University 
of Groningen. For approximately € 50 a year, students at Hanze 
University Groningen can buy an ACLO card. 
The sports centre provides excellent sports facilities. 
For more information about the range of sports 
offered, visit www.aclosport.nl.

The KeI-week half-way august for all new students
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Hanze University Groningen believes in Turning Ambition 
into Success
You want to study abroad, which means you already have 
considerable ambition. But how do you realize your ambitions? Will 
Hanze University Groningen turn your Ambitions into Success?

First of all, Hanze University Groningen provides a perfect learning 
environment. An environment that stimulates your aspirations and 
guides you along the path to future success. Since it was first 
established in 1798, Hanze University Groningen has focused 
on high-quality, practical education that is directly related to 
the professional workplace. Classes are small and programmes 
incorporate personal coaching and development. Although turning 
your ambitions into success is in your own hands, you can be sure 
that Hanze University Groningen will provide ideal conditions for a 
successful and rewarding future.

Practice-oriented education
Hanze University Groningen offers what is called “practice oriented” 
education. This means that students not only acquire knowledge by 
teaching through lecturing in classrooms. They are also expected 
to work in project groups under the supervision of a lecturer or an 
expert in the professional field. It also implies that the programme 
is interactive; not only students to students but also student to 
lecturers. Project groups work on real life cases and questions from 
professionals and companies. Working in a project group means 
working with different students with different backgrounds and 
different opinions. This practice oriented, interactive programme 
in a culturall diverse setting prepares you in an excellent way for 
your future career. It is for this reason that the Hanze University 
Groningen is called University of Applied Sciences.

Personal attention
One of the main didactic principles of Hanze University Groningen 
is the value it puts on personal attention. The classes are small and 
each class is assigned a lecturer who acts as a coach. Another 
example of this principle is the special introduction for first-year 
students. During the introduction week students get to know the 
city, meet their fellow students and familiarize themselves with the 
many facilities and services the university offers.

Cooperation with businesses
Since students are trained for careers in the professional field, 
Hanze University Groningen collaborates closely with businesses. 
Many lecturers have a great deal of experience in the professional 
field and over the years Hanze University Groningen has developed 
extensive relationships with businesses in various sectors. This 
close cooperation is not only essential when creating internship 
opportunities for students, it also offers the opportunity for 
collaboration in research projects with major student involvement.

Hanze unIversIty gronIngen, 
university of applied sciences

excellent scores 
in student surveys
hanze University Groningen had an excellent score in the 
national student survey 2010 compared with other universities 
of applied sciences. our students were especially positive 
about:
- Preparation for future career
- Development of essential professional skills
- Study support
- International Student office
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Quality testing for programmes 
All programmes of Hanze University Groningen are tested within 
the accreditation system. This means that they meet the quality 
requirements set for approved higher education by the Ministry of 
Education, Culture and Science. Recently accredited programmes 
are allowed to use the logo of the NVAO (Accreditation 
Organisation of the Netherlands and Belgium/ Flanders).  

Zernike Campus
Most university buildings are located at Zernike Campus. In 
addition to these buildings, the campus has some shops and 
businesses. The campus is easy to reach by bike and bus.
 
Career perspective
Many students succeed in finding employment quickly after they 
graduate, thanks to practice oriented education. For example, 
of all the students who successfully complete the International 
Business and Management programme as many as 95 per cent 
find employment within two months.

Placements
During the second or third year, business and communication 
students spend one semester (5 months) working in an 
internationally oriented company or non-profit organization. 
During their placement, students have the opportunity to engage 
in specific projects, tasks and activities at a professional level. 
This way students experience how it is to work in an international 
business environment and to develop themselves towards 
professionals who are ready for the global workplace. 
Examples of previous placements:

- AC Nielsen, Jakarta (Indonesia)

- Philips, Hong Kong (China)

- L’Oréal, Auckland (New Zealand)

- Saatchi & Saatchi, Moscow (Russia)

- Daimler Chrysler, Stuttgart (Germany)

- Sara Lee/DE, Shanghai (China)

- Nike, Hilversum (the Netherlands)

In the Netherlands there are two main types of higher education 
institutions: 
1. universities of applied sciences and
2. research universities 

what’s the difference?

Universities of applied sciences
Programmes offered by universities of applied sciences (in Dutch 
called: “hogescholen”) focus on the practical application of 
knowledge, preparing students for specific professions. There 
are 41 government-funded universities of applied sciences in the 
Netherlands. The hanzehogeschool is one of them.

a bachelor programme at an university of applied sciences:
Time: four years of full-time study
Degree: indicates the field of study, for example; Bachelor of 
engineering.

a master programme at an university of applied sciences:
Time: one, two or sometimes three years
Degree: indicates the field of study, for example; Master of 
architecture.

Research universities
research universities train students in academic study and 
research, although many study programmes also have a 
professional component. PhD degrees are only offered by research 
universities. In the Netherlands we have 14 government-funded 
research universities.

a bachelor programme at a research university:
Time: three years of full-time study
Degree: Bachelor of arts (Ba) or Bachelor of Science (Bsc)

a master programme at a research university:
Time: one, two or sometimes three years
Degree: Master of arts (Ma) or Master of Science (Msc)

Dutch HIgHer eDucatIon 
system      [Source: www.nuffic.nl]
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experience Hanze to the full: 
turning your ambition into 
success!

A choice for Hanze University Groningen, University of Applied 
Sciences, is a great first step for your future career. First of all, 
you’ll feel welcome at Hanze and supported in your studies. You 
also meet accessible teachers and highly qualified professionals 
who are there because they want to teach and because they 
care about your future. This means an excellent balance between 
educational and practical skills. Moreover, because students come 
from different parts of the world, with different backgrounds and 
different opinions, you learn how to manage and overcome these 
cultural differences. 
Hanze University Groningen has a well-known reputation for the 
creative environment and open-mindedness that encourages 
students to learn inside but also outside your classes. Hanze 
University Groningen challenges you to expose yourself to and 
engage yourself into new insights and think outside of the box.
To achieve this you will experience a hands-on approach. This 
means that you work together with other students in project 
groups and that you work on real life cases. Finally, a work 
placement at renowned companies such as Nike, Philips and Sara 
Lee/DE, but also hospitals and (non-) governmental organizations, 
is part of your study.
Experiencing this Hanze advantage is an excellent start of your 
future career. For example, of all the students who successfully 
complete the International Business and Management programme 
more than 90 per cent find employment within a few months!
All this is reflected in the International Student Barometer. 
According to this independent survey Hanze scores first at work 
experience and careers advice and second on work employability 
in the Netherlands!
In other words: Experience Hanze to the full: turning YOUR 
ambition into success!

Hanze was a great 
experience!
Fan Yang, China
International Business & Management Studies Alumnus

“at this moment I run different business and have three 
subsidiary companies in International Trade, IT solutions and 
commercial Design. I began these companies just after my 
graduation at hanze. Studying at hanze University Groningen 
helped me a lot with starting these firms and doing business 
in general. I have more knowledge and experience in the 
working field, I notice. The combination of project groups, 
courses and work experience was perfect for me.
You also had to coop with different students from all over 
the world and with different backgrounds. That was also 
very nice! hanze University Groningen really was a great 
experience for me!”
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the InternatIonal stuDent 
team welcomes you! 
as a new student in the Netherlands and particularly in Groningen, 
you will encounter many differences from your home country tied with 
experiences that will last for a lifetime. While the International Student 
office takes care of the formal application process, the International 
Student Team will help you to get in contact with current international 
students. 
The International Student Team consists of hanze University 
Groningen students from all over the world who are enthusiastic about 
helping you obtain information. 

We are looking forward to answering your questions. Feel free to 
contact us through: isteam@org.hanze.nl for all your questions 
or see www.hanzeuniversity.eu for all members of the IS-team.

Interested in master-, 
excHange-(bachelor) and 
certIfIcate programmes?

Hanze University Groningen offers a wide range of international study 
programmes and courses. Finding the particular programme or course 
that suits your needs and expectations can be a challenge. 

Master programmes
Hanze University Groningen offers an increasing number of 
Englishtaught MBA programmes and other master degree programmes. 
Lasting mainly 12 to16 months, these programmes focus on applied 
research and offer further development for bachelor graduates. Students 
who have graduated with a bachelor degree and who have gained work 
experience can apply for a MBA programme.

Certificate programmes
Hanze University Groningen offers several semester programmes 
which can be taken independently. These certificate programmes 
generally form part of a bachelor degree programme, but do not result 
in a bachelor degree. Students who fulfil the entry requirements for a 
particular certificate programme may enrol as a fee-paying certificate 
student. Students completing the programme successfully will be 
awarded with a certificate.

For more information please visit: 
www.hanzeuniversity.eu
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PractIcal matters
the International student office

The International Student Office assists foreign students in 
various practical matters, such as the application and admission 
procedures, helps finding accommodation in Groningen, finding 
suitable insurance, and obtaining a visa, residence permit and 
work permit. If you would like to find out more please get in touch 
with the International Student Office by sending an 
email to iso@org.hanze.nl. All relevant information 
can also be found on our website: 
www.hanzeuniversity.eu/iso.

How do I APPlY to Hanze University Groningen?
The International Student Office will be your point of contact 
throughout your application procedure, from preparations for, 
up until your arrival in Groningen. For any questions you may 
have concerning your application, admission, housing and 
pre-departure arrangements, you may always 
contact our International Student Office 
or visit www.hanzeuniversity.eu/application 

Tuition fees
Tuition fees for non-EU/EEA students may differ from those for 
students holding the nationality of one of the EU/EEA countries. 
These countries are: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, the Czech 
Republic, Cyprus, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, 
Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, the Slovak Republic, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, and the United Kingdom. You can also apply for 
a grant or scholarship when you would like to study at Hanze 
University Groningen.. The latest information on tuition 
fees, grants and scholarships can be found on our 
website: www.hanzeuniversity.eu.

Important information
our academic year starts on 1 September and ends on 31 august.

Application deadlines for September intake are:
• student not needing a visa: 15 august
• student needing a visa: 1 June

Application deadline for February intake (possible
for some of our study programmes):
• student not needing a visa: 15 January
• student needing a visa: 1 November



some interesting websItes for you:
www.dutchnews.nl 

www.minbuza.nl/en

www.internationalstudy.nl 

www.studyinholland.nl

www.esn-groningen.nl
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Visas
Students from certain non-European countries need a visa to 
enter the Netherlands. Our International Student Office may be 
able to assist you in arranging your visa if you meet all of the 
requirements. More detailed information will be sent to you once 
you have been admitted.

Cost of living
The average cost for a student to live and study in the Netherlands 
is between € 700 and € 900 per month (accommodation, 
insurance, meals and other daily expenses). In order to obtain 
a residence permit, the immigration authorities require students 
to demonstrate that they have sufficient financial means. For 
non-EU/EEA students the possibilities to take on paid work are 
limited to a maximum number of hours per week or to seasonal 
employment, and a work permit is required. Non-EU/EEA students 
should not expect to be able to earn a substantial income in the 
Netherlands.

Housing 
In the Netherlands, student accommodation is not organized 
in the same way as in many other countries. The universities 
themselves do not offer residence halls or other types of student 
housing. Instead, Dutch students generally find accommodation 
on the private market. Our international students may apply for 
assistance in finding accommodation in the city of Groningen 
through the Housing Office. This is an organization that acts as an 
intermediary in finding temporary accommodation for international 
students. 
While Groningen is a real university city with many 
students you cannot apply early enough! For more 
information the International Student Office and 
www.housingoffice.nl

Hanze Pick-up Service from Schiphol Airport (Amsterdam)
If you are uncertain about finding your way from Schiphol Airport 
to your room in Groningen, you can apply for the Hanze University 
Pick-up Service. All incoming students can make use of this 
service. 
One of our students will pick you up from Schiphol Airport and will 
take you to your room in Groningen. 

Welcoming Day
To give a warm welcome to all our new international students, 
we organize a Welcoming day. On this day you will be officially 
introduced to Hanze University Groningen and get your first 
real taste of Dutch culture. The programme includes welcoming 
speeches by the Executive Board, an information market, an 
introduction into Dutch Culture, lunch, and sessions on important 
practical issues that you need to take care of. 

Of course you will also get the chance to meet your new fellow 
international students.
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Programme description
The four-year International Communication Bachelor degree 
programme provides broad and extensive knowledge of 
international and intercultural communication. You will study how 
culture determines communication. You will learn to recognize 
and analyse communication problems, communication strategies, 
to plan and manage communication and to apply various 
communication media including internet, intranet and multimedia. 
You will participate in the programme with students from all 
corners of the globe. In the first two years you will work together in 
project groups.

International Communication graduates find work relating to all 
sorts of jobs in communication (management), in both the public 
and private sectors. These jobs include communication manager, 
intercultural mediator, international public relations officer, 
event manager, advertising coordinator, communication advisor, 
spokesperson, and publicity manager. 

Programme duration
Full-time (240 ECTS credits), 
4 years.

Degree awarded
Bachelor of Communication 
(major International Communication)

Entry requirements
Students with a secondary school diploma (including the subject 
of mathematics) qualifying them for entry to a University of Applied 
Sciences are eligible for this degree programme. Applicants are 
required to submit proof of their English language proficiency 
(an IELTS score of 6.0 or a TOEFL score of 550). An intake 
assessment is part of the admission procedure for International 
Communication. 

Additional information is 
available on our website: 
www.hanzeuniversity.eu.

Preparing for a future career in the globalized world
“I wanted to study communication, but not in the conventional 
way. The International Communication programme was just what 
I was looking for, an international study environment with hands-
on work experience. What I really like about the programme in 
particular and Hanze University Groningen in general, is that 
everyone is very involved.
International communication 
attracts students from all around 
the world. Despite our different 
cultural backgrounds, we learn how 
to work together, which prepares 
us well for a future career in the 
global workplace.”

Eliane Richter, Belgium
Communication Alumnus

International Communication
School of Communication & Media  |  four-year programme
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Programme description
During the four-year International Facility Management Bachelor 
degree programme, you will learn how to make the immediate 
living and working conditions for employees, guests and 
customers as pleasant, safe and healthy as possible. This process 
helps the organization as a whole to function better. It is how 
Facility Managers make a substantial contribution to the efficient 
operation of the organizations for which they work. In your future 
career you may be responsible for services (e.g. IT services, 
catering, cleaning, security and quality management) and/or 
building accommodation (e.g. management of building processes, 
maintenance of workplaces). This makes Facility Management 
(FM) a very broad study programme.

Facility Managers can work practically anywhere. They work 
for large companies such as banks, insurance companies 
or multinationals, but also in the public sector in hospitals, 
schools, universities, etc. Facility Managers can also be found 
in the hospitality industry, such as in hotels, resorts, conference 
centres and holiday parks. In addition, you can work as a facility 
management consultant or even set up your own business - a 
security firm, for example.

Programme duration
Full-time (240 ECTS credits), 
4 years.

Degree awarded
Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA) 
(major International Facility Management)

Entry requirements
Students with a secondary school diploma (including the subject 
of economics) qualifying them for entry to a University of Applied 
Sciences are eligible for this degree programme. Applicants are 
required to submit proof of good English language competence 
(an IELTS score of 6.0 or a TOEFL score of 550).

Additional information is 
available on our website: 
www.hanzeuniversity.eu/ifm.

Work together with other people and see that my efforts bear 
fruit
“The reason I have chosen to study International Facility 
Management is the fact that I don’t want to study business only 
and manage people from behind a desk. I like to work together 
with other people and see that my efforts bear fruit. 
This degree programme offers a wide variety of activities and fields 
I can specialize in. That was certainly a big plus when I decided 
to go to the Netherlands. Studying in Holland is slightly different 
compared to being a student in my home country. The education 
involves a lot of group work where I work actively on projects with 
my classmates. So the learning process does not only consist 
of memorizing literature. Personally, this has been an important 
factor when I decided to come to the Hanze as well. The School 
of Facility Management has a big international network I can make 
use of, or I will simply find a company on my own.”

Torben Jung, Germany
IFM student

International Facility Management
School of Facility Management  |  four-year programme

anthem of Groningen at the ‘Grote Markt’ in Groningen organized by FM students



IBMS GRONINGEN NUMBER ONE!  

IBS is doing very well: in early 2009, IBS was ranked by the
Dutch and Belgian Accreditation Organisation (NVAO) as
the number one International Business and Management
Studies programme out of all universities of applied
sciences in the Netherlands: a fact that makes both
students and staff proud and challenges us to maintain
this ranking.
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International Business School
Founded in 1988, IBS is the oldest International Business School 
in the Netherlands. It prepares nearly 1,000 students from 
around the world for careers in international business. IBS is 
truly international: approximately 60% of the students come from 
outside the Netherlands and over 55 nationalities are represented. 
Classes are taught in English by a multinational group of staff 
members with diverse international backgrounds.

Programme description
The International Business & Management Studies programme is 
a four-year, full-time programme which provides students with a 
broad understanding of international business. During the first two 
years of the programme, students learn the theory of business-
related subjects and work in internationally mixed project groups. 
An additional language (Spanish, Dutch, French or German) is 
chosen by students to expand them the options available to 
students during their third year abroad. An experience of a lifetime, 
the full year abroad is spent working in a company outside your 
home country and studying at a partner institution. Besides gaining 
more independence and improving your international flexibility, you 
will have the opportunity to develop your foreign language skills to 
perfection. The fourth and final year is a continuation of modules 
relating to your chosen major (specialization): 
- InternationalMarketing
- International Management
- International Finance & Accounting 
- International Travel & Tourism. 

You can find a detailed overview of the programme 
and additional information on our website:
www.hanzeuniversity.eu/ibs 

Programme duration
Full-time (240 ECTS credits),
4 years.

Degree awarded
Bachelor of Business
Administration (BBA)

Entry requirements
Students with a secondary school diploma such as an 
International Baccalaureat Diploma are qualified for admission 
to the IBMS programme. Applicants are required to submit proof 
of English language competency (IELTS score of 6.0 with no 
subscore below 5.5). Check our website for specific admission 
requirements and additional information: www.hanzeuniversity.eu

International Environment
“I appreciate all students and teachers who have helped me
during my four years of studies. The International Business
School provided me with a perfect international study environment
and I learned many ways of dealing with international business,
including, culture, behaviour, etc.”

Yin Fang Ma, China
International Business & Management Student

International Business & Management Studies 
International Business School  |  four-year programme• International Marketing

• International Management
• International Finance & Accounting
• International Travel & Tourism
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Studium und Beruf
Du bist ehrgeizig und abenteuerlustig, akkurat und kommunikativ. 
Dich interessieren andere Kulturen und die Beziehungen zwischen 
international tätigen Unternehmen fesseln Dich. Du suchst ein 
Studium, das Dich in jeder Hinsicht gut auf eine internationale 
Karriere im Finanz-, Marketing- oder Managementbereich 
vorbereitet, das Dir eine gediegene theoretische Basis bietet, in 
dem Du aber auch hinreichend praktische Erfahrungen sammeln 
kannst. Das vielseitige, zum größten Teil deutschsprachige, 
Studium Internationale Betriebswirtschaft an der International 
Business School der Hanze University Groningen ist so ein 
Studium.

Ein Betriebswirt ist meistens das finanzielle Gewissen eines 
Unternehmens. Daneben ist er der Berater des Managements. 
Deshalb soll ein Betriebswirt nicht nur über betriebs- und 
finanzwirtschaftliche Kenntnisse, sondern auch über Kenntnisse 
im Bereich Internationales Management und Marketing verfügen. 

Der Inhalt kurz gefasst
Die Regelstudienzeit beträgt acht Semester. Ein Studienjahr ist 
in vier Perioden von je zehn Wochen aufgeteilt. Im Grundstudium 
haben beide Semester ein Thema. So befassen Studenten 
sich im ersten Semester mit dem Thema ‘Businessplan’. In 
der ersten Periode werden Fächer wie Marketing, Kosten- und 
Leistungsrechnung, Recht und Verhalten, Management & 
Organisation unterrichtet. Diese werden am Ende der Periode 
geprüft. In der zweiten Semesterperiode werden die Kenntnisse, 
die im ersten Teil des Semesters erworben worden sind, 
angewendet, indem in Gruppen von (max. 6) Studenten ein 
Businessplan erstellt wird. 
Im zweiten Jahr werden die erworbenen Fachkenntnisse und 
professionellen Fähigkeiten vertieft. Obligatorische Teile des 
Studiums sind im dritten Jahr ein Auslandsstudium an einer der 

vielen Partneruniversitäten der International Business School und 
ein fünfmonatiges Praktikum. 
Das vierte Jahr ist eine Fortsetzung von Modulen, die sich auf die 
Spezialisierung (Major) Internationale Betriebswirtschaft beziehen 
und das Studium wird mit einer Bachelorarbeit abgeschlossen. 

Studium
Vollzeitstudium
(240 ECTS credits), 4 Jahre

Titel
Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA) in International 
Business & Management Studies mit einem Major in 
Internationale Betriebswirtschaft

Zulassungsbedingungen
Studenten, die die Fachhochschulreife oder die 
allgemeine Hochschulreife nachweisen können, 
können zugelassen werden.  Weitere Informationen 
und das Anmeldeformular gibt es auf unserer 
Website: www.hanzeuniversity.eu. 

„IBS hat mir eine erstklassige Ausbildung geboten“  

Michael Lorz, 
Absolvent Internationale Betriebswirtschaft

Internationale Betriebswirtschaft
International Business School  |  four-year programme
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Programme description
The Bachelor Advanced Sensor Applications (ASA) is a four-year 
programme, specializing in intelligent sensor innovation. The 
programme consists of a one-year introduction year and a three-
year main phase. The Hanze Institute of Technology (HIT) is the 
first international engineering school in the Netherlands and works 
in partnership with national and international leaders in the field 
of sensor technology. This is reflected in the institute’s state-of-
the-art building and high-tech educational facilities. Although the 
bachelor programme specializes in sensor technology, it covers 
many disciplines, including electrical and mechanical engineering, 
mathematics, physics, chemistry, biology, computer science and 
human technology and professional skills. 
The ASA Bachelor is the first of its kind to specialize in sensor 
technology. Sensor systems are extremely important in today’s 
world, influencing and affecting the lives of billions. The bachelor 
programme gives you the knowledge and skills to become an 
innovative leader with a broad focus and the ability to successfully 
apply technology in today’s world.

Entry requirements
HIT seeks talented students with SEnSE; Science interest; 
Entrepreneurial style, Solid determination and Excellence.

Admittance to the four-year programme
Students wishing to apply for the four-year programme are 
required to have a secondary school diploma, comparable 
to the Dutch HAVO level (or higher), which must include 
mathematics, physics, chemistry and/or biology. A comprehensive 
understanding of English is a must. An IELTS test score of 6.0 
(with no subscore below 5.5) is required.

Admittance directly into to the Three-Year Main Phase 
Highly talented students may be eligible for direct admission to 
the three-year main phase, thereby reducing study time by one 
year. Students need to demonstrate an outstanding knowledge in 
the fields of mathematics, science and English. Therefore, a higher 
IELTS test score of 6.5 is required. 
In addition, you must submit three personal essays describing the 
following: your character and the factors that have had an impact 
on your personal development; your greatest achievements; and 
your career goals. 

Programme duration
Full-time (240 ECTS credits), 
4 years.

Degree awarded
Bachelor of Engineering

Programme outline
You will work on assignments individually and in groups, in 
cooperation with HIT’s partners. The bachelor programme 
covers key areas such as health care, nature, society, industry 
and consumer products. During the final year you will be able 
to specialize in one of the following majors: Entrepreneurship, 
Research and Development, or Industry.

Advanced Sensor Applications
Hanze Institute of Technology |  four-year programme

Photo: Christopher Gull



Note: due to a fixed number of study openings in this 
programme, you also have to apply via the
internet at www.hanze.studielink.nl before the first of May.
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Programme description 
The Physiotherapy Bachelor degree programme will teach 
you about the functioning and dysfunctioning of the human 
body in relation to its surroundings. You will acquire practical 
and theoretical knowledge on how you can help orthopaedic/
rheumatologic, neurological and cardiopulmonary patients. The 
programme is exceptionally practice-oriented and evidence-
based. In addition to learning subjects related to physiotherapy, 
the programme also includes medical and psychosocial subjects.
Physiotherapists work in physiotherapy practices (including 
their own practices), in health centres and hospitals, but also 
for large companies. The Dutch Physiotherapy Diploma is highly 
recognized internationally and you will therefore come across 
Dutchtrained physiotherapists throughout Europe and the rest of 
the world.

Programme outline
The first two years consist of eight periods of ten weeks. You will 
focus on the physical and psychological aspects of a specific 
patient group. During the remaining two years, you will choose 
your specialization, do three international-oriented placements, 
write a thesis, and follow elective modules.

Programme duration
Full-time (240 ECTS credits), 4 years.

Degree awarded
Bachelor of Health

Entry requirements
Students with a secondary school diploma qualifying them for 
entry to a University of Applied Sciences are eligible for this 
degree programme. Applicants are required to submit proof of 
good English language competence (an IELTS score of 6.0 or a 
TOEFL score of 550).

Students undertaking their work placements in the Netherlands 
must acquire a sufficient command of the Dutch language. 

Additional information is available on our website: 
www.hanzeuniversity.eu.

Physiotherapy
School of Health Care Studies  |  four-year programme
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Programme description
At Academy Minerva, students are educated to become visual 
artists, designers, or fine art and design teachers. Special 
attention will be given to your personal talents and individual 
development, and everyone is encouraged to experiment. You 
will use any tool possible to give shape to your idea, so you might 
choose a pencil, a computer, a chisel or a camera. Academy 
Minerva provides excellent preparation for professional practice, 
and most of the lecturers work outside the academy as theorists 
or artists.
Graduates of Academy Minerva, Fine Art, work as visual artists, 
photographers, etc.

Programme outline
Starting as a first year student in the Minerva Academy, you will 
first go on an excursion abroad and complete a project.
The Programme Fine Art will show you many aspects of the 
profession of artist. Goal of the programme is to develop your 
qualities as a visual artist, allowing you to develop a personal, 
critical and creative approach. 

Programme duration
Full-time (240 ECTS credits), 4 years.

Degree awarded
Bachelor of Fine Art (BFA)

Entry requirements
Students with a secondary school diploma qualifying them for 
entry to a University of Applied Sciences and who have good 
Dutch language competence (level of Dutch: NT2) are eligible. The 
admission procedure also involves an entrance exam, and you will 
have to explain why you have opted for your chosen programme 
in an interview. 

Additional information is available
on our website: www.hanzeuniversity.eu.

Academy Minerva
School of Fine Art, Design and Pop Culture Minerva |  four-year programme• Fine Art



SPECIAL QUALITY MARK

NVAO has rewarded the Prince Claus Conservatoire with 
a special quality mark for our International Policy. This 
is an exceptional additional license on top of the regular 
accreditation for programmes that excel in one particular 
area. The Prince Claus Conservatoire  got this special feature 
for the active and unique role we play in the development of 
international music education.

Turning Ambition into Success
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Programme description
At the Prince Claus Conservatoire you will be trained to become 
a professional musician. The balanced curriculum will offer you 
an informal setting that is full of character. You will acquire a 
sound theoretical basis and develop practical musical skills in 
the specializations of Classical Music or Jazz. The Prince Claus 
Conservatoire is involved in large international cooperative 
projects that attract many international students and guests. 
For all specializations you will receive instruction from lecturers 
who, in addition to having extensive teaching experience, also 
have national or international performance careers. You will also 
regularly receive lessons from renowned guest lecturers from all 
over the world. Everything at the conservatoire revolves around 
three values: Performing, Teaching, and Entrepreneurship (P-T-E). 
Graduates of the Prince Claus Conservatoire are well prepared 
for professional practice and find work easily as, for example, 
performing musicians (solo, in an ensemble or in an orchestra), 
music teachers, conductors, composers, producers, studio 
musicians, etc. Many of our graduates combine a musical career 
with teaching.

Programme outline
The curriculum consists of a principal subject (the instrument that 
you play), related subjects, theoretical subjects, work placements 
and educational activities such as workshops, master classes and 
projects, all based on the musicians role as performer, teacher or 
entrepeneur. Students perform in public from the very beginning of 
the programme. 

Prepatory programme
In addition to the English spoken programmes classical music 
and jazz, Prince Claus Conservatoire also offers preparatory 
programmes, ba Conducting (woodwind/brassbands and choir), 
ba Composition Music- and Studioproductions, ba Music in 
Education, and a Master Education in Arts. The Master of Music is 
expected to start in 2011.

Programme duration
Full-time (240 ECTS credits), 4 years.

Degree awarded
Bachelor of Music

Entry requirements
Motivated and talented students with a secondary school diploma 
qualifying them for entry to a University of Applied Sciences 
can apply for the degree programme. An entrance examination 
forms part of the admission procedure. Additional information is 
available on our website: www.hanzeuniversity.eu/admissionpcc. 

Prince Claus Conservatoire
Prince Claus Conservatoire, School of Performing Arts  |  four-year programme• Classical Music

• Jazz
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Programme description
The one-year Electronic Product Design and Engineering 
programme covers all major aspects of the design and 
engineering of innovative electronics products. As a modern 
electronics engineer, you must be able to create, model and 
engineer inventive electronic product solutions. You will learn
to master a competitive approach to hardware and software 
design and engineering. In addition, an electronics engineer is 
expected to adopt a structured approach to their work, to be a 
team player, and to work in a short time frame. Creativity, realizing 
the importance of human factors and having a sound knowledge 
of analysis, design, implementation and evaluation are essential 
for the development of successful electronic product designs. 
This programme provides you with all of these elements because 
it is based on an advanced educational framework that puts 
emphasis on hands-on experience.

Programme outline
The first semester combines lectures (e.g. embedded 
programming in C, RF technologies and telecom, DSPs, VHDL 
hardware design, EMC, Protocols, CAD design), and group and 
individual assignments with field trips. The key element is the 
project group you participate in. In your first semester, you will 
work on two projects: the development and engineering of a 
new electronic product, and a project from one of our industrial 
partners. These projects will give you essential hands-on 
experience to carry out your final project.
In your final project (second semester), you and a fellow student 
will collaborate on an in-company project and a final thesis. 

Programme duration
Full-time (60 ECTS credits),1 year. 
This programme at Hanze University Groningen constitutes the 
final year of a four-year bachelor degree programme.

Degree awarded
Bachelor of Engineering

Entry requirements
Students who are eligible for admission to this degree programme 
are motivated students who have completed 6 to 8 semesters 
of study at undergraduate level in electrical engineering or 
electronics. Students must have good English language 
competence: an IELTS score of 6.0 or a TOEFL score of 550 is 
required.

Additional information is available on our website: 
www.hanzeuniversity.eu.

Electronic Product Design and Engineering
School of Engineering |  one-year programme
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Programme description
The one-year International Power Generation and Distribution 
programme centres on the world of producers and distributors of 
electricity. You will learn about power-generating systems, the
European high-voltage distribution system and alternative sources 
of power generation such as wind, solar, biomass and fuel-cell 
energy. 
Additionally, the topic of nuclear energy as an alternative power 
source will be integrated into your academic programme. 
Graduates of the International Power Generation and Distribution 
programme generally find work as energy experts at power 
companies and in the industrial sector.

Programme outline
The first semester covers a number of modules in which you will 
learn everything about the principles of power generation, gas 
turbines, steam boilers and turbines, electricity networks, etc.
Students also participate in projects at our partner institutes in 
Bremerhaven and Mannheim. 
The second semester concentrates on a final project, which will be 
carried out at a power company in a country you choose.

Programme duration
Full-time (60 ECTS credits),1 year. This programme at Hanze 
University Groningen constitutes  the final year of a four-year 
bachelor degree programme. 

Degree awarded
Bachelor of Engineering

Entry requirements
Motivated and talented students who have completed six to eight 
semesters of study at undergraduate level in mechanical, electrical 
or industrial engineering are eligible for this degree programme. 
Applicants must submit proof of good English language 
competence: an IELTS score of 6.0 or a TOEFL score of 550 is 
required.

Additional information is available on our website: 
www.hanzeuniversity.eu.

International Power Generation and Distribution
School of Engineering |  one-year programme
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Programme description
The one-year International Biomedical Engineering programme 
involves applying engineering solutions to solve problems in 
medicine. You will learn to design and develop applications that, 
literally, come in contact with people. These relate to surgical 
equipment and medical instrumentation (e.g. ECG, heartlung 
machines, blood pressure measuring equipment, imaging
and orthopaedic devices (e.g. prosthesis, revalidation equipment).
Biomedical Engineers find work in Research & Development 
departments of companies, in prototyping and production 
preparation, and in related areas such as: testing, application, 
marketing, purchasing and logistics. Biomedical engineers are 
also employed by large hospitals and universities.

Programme outline
The first semester consists of two clusters: Fundamental Design of 
a Heart-Support Pump and Design Optimization of an Extendable 
Endoprosthesis. The second semester is dedicated to a final 
project focusing on a biomedical/medical topic, which you will 
complete in an appropriate industrial environment. Your first three 
weeks will be spent in Wilhemshaven, Germany, and there will be 
several additional excursions as well. 

Programme duration
Full-time (60 ECTS credits), 1 year. 
This programme at Hanze University Groningen constitutes the 
final year of a four-year bachelor degree programme. 

Degree awarded
Bachelor of Engineering

Entry requirements
Motivated and talented students who have completed six to 
eight semesters of study at undergraduate level in Mechanical or 
Electrical Engineering can apply for this degree programme.
Applicants are required to submit proof of good English language 
competence (an IELTS score of 6.0 or a TOEFL score of 550).

Additional information is available on our website: 
www.hanzeuniversity.eu.

International Biomedical Engineering
School of Engineering |  one-year programme
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Programme description
The two-year International Construction Management and 
the two-year International Civil Engineering Management 
programme focuses on building science, environment, water 
management, bridges, harbours, roads, dikes and flyovers. 
International Construction Management is part of the Bachelor 
study programme Architecture and Construction Engineering. 
International Civil Engineering Management is part of the Bachelor 
study programme Civil Engineering. 
These programmes combine a thorough theoretical basis with 
practical experience. You will visit building projects, work on 
realistic problems taken from professional practice and regularly 
attend lectures by guest speakers. Engineers trained in the 
Netherlands are highly sought-after throughout Europe – your 
future workplace. You will also receive business administration 
module while following this programme to help you to manage 
civil engineering projects both at home and abroad. And a course 
in Dutch will ensure that when you do your work placement you 
will be able to communicate adequately.

Programme outline
The courses in the first semester of the first year focus on 
construction management and/or real estate project management. 
The second semester will deal with two themes: water manage-
ment, road infrastructure or steel/concrete specialization.
The first semester of the second year will be spent doing a work 
placement in a Dutch company. The second semester, however, 
concentrates on your final project which involves writing your 
thesis in a project group.

Programme duration
Full-time (120 ECTS credits), 2 years. This programme at Hanze 
University Groningen constitutes the final two years of a four-year 
bachelor degree programme. For very talented students also a 
one-year programme is possible. 

Degree awarded
Bachelor of Built Environment

Entry requirements
The entry requirements depend on the programme you are 
currently studying. In general, students who have completed a 
minimum of four semesters at undergraduate level in construction 
engineering/building science or civil engineering are eligible for the 
ICM/ICEM degree programme. Applicants are required to submit 
proof of good English language competence (an IELTS score of 
6.0 or a TOEFL score of 550).

Additional information is available at 
www.hanzeuniversity.eu/abc
For more information: j.h.boer@pl.hanze.nl 

Civil Engineering & Architecture and Construction Engineering

School of Architecture, Built Environment & Civil Engineering |  two-year programme
• International 
 Construction Management
• International Civil 
 Engineering Management



PreParatory courses
english language and communication

Course description
In this quality-driven Prep Course you will develop your use of 
the English language, both written and spoken. You will also learn 
much about Information Technology & Information Gathering 
Techniques, as well as helpful instruction on our Dutch Language 
& Culture course. 

The course prepares you for one of the following 
international programmes:
Bachelor programmes: 
• International Business & Management Studies (Marketing, 

International Management (M/IM), Finance & Accounting, 
International Travel & Tourism)

• International Communication 
• International Facility Management 

After successfully completing the courses, you should have 
achieved a level equivalent to at least IELTS level 6.0 to qualify for 
entry to the bachelor programmes, or a level of 6.5 allowing you to 
enter the master programmes. 

Course outline
Preparatory course offered: 
Upon successful completion of the course, you will receive a 
certificate issued by Hanze University Groningen. 

One-Semester Course:
One semester of English language learning and essential skills. 
This one-semester programme includes business-related English 
classes and special projects. During the course, you will focus 
on essential skills such as meetings, presentations and writing 
reports. Besides at least 14 hours of English, each week includes 
Dutch Language & Culture, Information Technology & Information 
Gathering Techniques, plus lessons in Cultural Awareness & Study 
Skills. 

Entry requirements
You must have an English level of at least IELTS 5.5. The 
subscores making up this IELTS 5.5 or higher may not be lower 
than 5.0. In addition, no more than two subscores of 5.0 will be 
admitted to the programme. 
You must also meet all of the regular admission requirements for 
an undergraduate programme or the master programme, 
at the discretion of the programme manager. You can find 
more information on our website: www.hanzeuniversity.eu. 

Groningen: a great atmosphere
“Although Dutch is the national language, 95% of the Dutch 
population speaks English. The central location of the Netherlands 
within Europe makes it easy to travel to other major European 
cities. Paris, Berlin and London are only a few hours away by train, 
boat, car or plane! Groningen is a well-known vibrant student city 
that has a great atmosphere.” 

Jingting Peng, China 
Communication student
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How do I aPPly to 
Hanze university 
groningen?
The International Student office will be your point 

of contact throughout your application procedure, 

from preparations for, up until your arrival in 

Groningen. For any questions you may have 

concerning your application, admission, housing 

and pre-departure arrangements, you may always 

contact our international Student office or 

visit www.hanzeuniversity.eu/application
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contact
International student office

telephone +31 (0)50 595 40 51
fax +31 (0)50 595 71 15
e-mail iso@org.hanze.nl
internet www.hanzeuniversity.eu

correspondence address
P.o. box 3037
9701 Da groningen
the netherlands

location address
zernikeplein 11
9747 as groningen
the netherlands

www.hanzeuniversity.eu

the overview of all programmes and 
courses offered at Hanze university 
groningen can be found in the following 
brochures: 

- Studying at Hanze University 
Groningen (full-time programmes)*

- Studying at Hanze University 
Groningen (part-time programmes) *

- Hanze University Groningen, 
 International Bachelor Degree 

Programmes
- Hanze University Groningen, 

International Master Degree 
Programmes

- Hanze University Groningen, 
 Certificate & Exchange Programmes 

(online version)

* only available in the Dutch language 

Groningen


